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Coudenberg-Former Palace of Brussels, archaeological 3
site and museum

The discovery tour

A palace re-born

The Museum and the Hoogstraeten House
International recognition

Project funding

Coudenberg & Palais de Charles Quint association
Terms of hire

Practical

Visuals available (conditions of use)
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R4)Cantagallinagw from Hoogstraeten House looking onto Coudenberg palace chapel(around 1612).
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archaeological

site and
museum

Perched on the Coudenberg (cold mount) andhaking his own mark. Highly relned works
dominating the town, the Palace of Brussels wasf art graced the apartments including the most
without the shadow of a doubt one of the most lelaut delicate tapestries and embroideries, sumptuous
princely residences in the whole of Europe. #esa silver and gold objects, luxurious illuminated and
its roots back to the 12th century. In the 13titucg,  printed books, sculpted statues and busts and the
the Dukes of Brabant decided to give the city &ralen 'nest glass and china work, without forgetting
political role. In the following century, this deféve  countless paintings by renowned artists such as
castle soon became a mecca for diplomats and @ prirfitien, Rubens and Brueghel.
site for entertaining. During the night of 3rd / 4th February 1731, a

violent !re ravaged the palace which was then

When the Duchy of Brabant fell into the hands ef th left in ruins for 40 years. Extensive work was
Dukes of Burgundy and more specilcally Philip the carried out in the 18th century: the walls of the
Good, the city of Brussels endeavoured to atlrese  former palace were razed and the ground was
rich princes - the most pro"igate spenders obthe-  levelled to form the foundation for the new Royal
to stay within its walls. To this end, the city stoacted  District.

a prestigious state banqueting hall -Aloda Magna
between 1452 and 1460. The Coudenberg archaeological site contains the
remains of this once grand palace.

The successor of the Dukes of Burgundy — During your visit, you will discover the sites and
Charles V, the most powerful Western emperostructures of the main buildings of the former palace
— personally oversaw the development of thedf Brussels and its surrounding area: the palace
palace during the Irst half of the 16th century.chapel, the cellars of the main building, a section of
An imposing chapel in the Gothic style was builtRue Isabelle and the former Hoogstraeten House.
during his reign. You will move along underneath Rue Royale and

The palace’s other wings did not lag behind:théjhIace R(;)yalfe% following | ig the floogsteps of jthe
main building was also enlarged and elevatedt, ﬁussn " Ore'é:’r} A BB st ormgpcgpants
new windows were added, and a vast galler 0 Qg done Delorgy oU AV@Ing or-semirg

: : he princes and governors general of the former
decorated with statues was erected. This amplﬁ
.~ Netherlands.
complex was transformed over the centuries
in the Brabantian, Burgundian, Spanish and

Austrian style as each sovereign was intent on

F4)Lorent.)View)of)the)palace)of)Brussels):18th)century;

©)Museum)of)the)City)of)Brussels)9)Maison)du)Roi
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A PALACE RE-BORN

WHEN WORK FIRST STARTED ON THE FOUNDATIONS
OF THE PALACE CHAPEL AND THE FIRST PART OF RUE
IsABELLE IN 1986, FEW IMAGINED WHAT SECRETS
WOULD BE REVEALED# THE FIRST ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATION OF THE FORMER HOOGSTRAETENHOUSE
STARTED IN THE SAME YEAR. ALMOST TEN YEARS
LATER, IN 1994 SURVEYSWERE UNDERTAKEN BY THE
CiTY oF BRUSSELSIN ORDER TO FIND THE REMAINS
OF THE AULA MAGNA UNDERNEATH PLACE RoYALE.
1998 saw THE REVELATION OF THE PALACE'S
MAIN BUILDING UNDERNEATH RUE RovaLe. THE
RUINS WERE COVERED WITH A CONCRETE SLAB AND
WERE CONNECTED TO THE BELLEVUE HOUSE FOR
“BRrusseLs 2000”. THE FORMER HOOGSTRAETEN
HouseEwas RESTOREDBETWEEN 2004AND 2008As
PART OF THE RENOVATION WORK UNDERTAKEN BY THE
BrusseLsCarPITAL REGION.

ALMOST 25YEARSOFARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS
AND RENOVATION HAVE THEREFORE GONE INTO
BRINGING THE SITE BACK TO LIFE.

LN o e Y
Q\S&ﬁété)myale)d’Archéologi@de)Bruxellbsk&._fj{?:ffl"" A ‘,\\
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The “ discovery tour ,,

The Coudenberg Archaeological Site has
had a complete makeover in 2009- a sign of its
desire to turn this exceptional archaeological
heritage into an unmissable sight in the
Brussels, Belgian and European cultural
landscape with the creation of a new museum.

An innovative presentation style and layout
has been used throughout the site and museum,
offering increased comfort for visitors and
providing a more instinctive and interesting
tour.

The visit starts with the

Entering via the BELvue Museum, visitors
are invited to discover the site which has been
enhanced with new lighting; a subtle play of
light and shadow highlights the most remarka-
ble remains, making it easier to appreciate
their signilcance. Audiovisual projections
and explanatory panels also guide visitors as
they explore the site. Models in the middle of
Rue Isabelle present the district and the street
as they were before the !re of 1731 and the
18th century renovation work.

The former state banqueting hall — the Aula
Magna — is now also open to the public.



which is con
This dwelling consti
the sumptuous resid
palace. It belonged
Hoogstraeten, Knight
to Charles V and his &
Gothic gallery has be
to welcome visitors.

“An)und
discove

The Museum has
archaeological Inds di
excavations of the p

Hoogstraeten)
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PATRIMOINE EUROPEEN
EUROPEAN HERITAGE

recognition

Coudenbergisamemberofiiie
association since The Palais de Charles Quint not-for-

2001. pro!t association has always placed great

This European network aims to promoténportance on making information and visit
our common European cultural heritage, afi@aterials available in several languages.
Coudenberg has already been recognisedW main information is therefore presented
its peers as occupying an essential placeih Nine European and Asiatic languages
European history. (English, Dutch, French, German, Spanish,

The network unites the most prestigiouéalian, Portuguese, Japanese and Chinese).
and historic European palaces, including? audioguide is also available in four
the Chateaux of Versailles and Chambortnguages (English, Dutch, French and
the Royal Palaces of Turin, Piedmont arfdérman) and there is a completely new
Naples, Rosenborg Castle in Denmark/ebsite to go with the new museography.
the Royal Palaces of Schonbrunn and théinally, the Coudenberg received the

Hofburg in Vienna, the Royal Palace ir: in 2007.

Potsdam in Germany and Hampton Court1his award aims to promote sites that help
Palace in England present the idea of European heritage and

One of the main aim of the new Europez%lat thereby contribute to strengthening the

. - ~_hotion of a common European identity by
Royal Residences activity programme is o nting citizens’ feeling of belonging to
raise awareness of European heritage amq{igingle European cultural area.
a young audience. This project, which was
presented to the European Commission,
involves organising European Heritage
Classes as well as promoting increased
collaboration between the network’s

partners.




Project funding

Developing a site like this has between the Federal State and t
required a substantial sum of money. Brussels-Capital Region.

The building renovation work was The City of Brussels and the
undertaken by the City of Brussels Brussels-Capital Region alsc
and the Brussels-Capital Region, provided structural support to the
but was also made possible thanksPalais de Charles Quint not-for-pro!
to the Beliris cooperation agreementassociation which manages the si

The Coudenberg -
& Palais de Charles Qumssociatio

Formed in 1998 on the initiative ofheritage. The main thrusts of its
the Brussels-Capital region and thpolicy are conservation, protection,
city of Brussels, the “Palais de Charlesestoration, presentation and promotio
Quint” association is responsible foof the site by welcoming the public and
managing the largest archaeologica&ncouragingvarious eventsand cultura
site in Brussels — the site on whiclmeetings (e.g. visits, exhibitions and
the Coudenberg Palace once stoodpnferences).
underneath the Royal District. The
association’s aim is to restore the
Coudenberg to its rightful place at
the heart of the city’s, Belgium’s and
Europe’s historic and architectural




eventsa

prestigious surrounding

©)asbl)Palais)de)Charles)Quint

+ 7 Marie9Charlode)de)SaintMoulin
T T tel |+ 32 (0)2545 0801
c > fax | + 32 (0)2 502 46 23
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CoUDENBERG - FORMER PaLACE oF BRUSSELS

7 Place des Palais, 1000 Bruxelles €25
Entrance via the Belvue museum

tel | + 32 (0)70.22.04.92
From Tuesday to Friday from 10.00 to 17.00 fax | + 32 (0)2 502.46.23

Weekends from 10.00 to 18.00 email| info@coudenberg.com
Possibility of group visits by appointment on Monday,
from 15 persons.

www.coudenberg.com

normal rate | € 5

BELvue + Coudenberg: € 8 S CC00E00000000000U00UDIEEE
. Frédérique)Hs$,$'-.)

groups/senior (+15 persons, +65) | € 4 : fg?r?)lgg)t-c’()r-z)se3)61)78

BELvue + Coudenberg: € 6 " fax |))32):0:2)563)61)80

Special rates (18-25, unemployed, disabled) | € 3 : email fahonore@coudenbergdcom :
BELvue + Coudenberg: € 5

Free (-18 ans)

on demand www.coudenberg.com

Visuals

The pictures can only be used to promote thepEnBerG - FORMER PALACE oF BrRussELsthe
copyright (on each picture) should always be mentioned.
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